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2.0 Introduction 
 

 

The Purpose of the Historic Preservation Design Manual 

 

The City of Augusta's Historic Preservation Design Manual has been established to provide 

guidance to property owners, architects, designers, builders, developers, the Augusta Historic 

District Review Board, City staff and the City Council about the preservation of existing 

buildings and considerations for new development. 

 

The Manual is intended to provide general information on preserving the integrity of the 

community’s historic resources within the local historic districts of Augusta. It informs an 

approach to design that will help sustain the character of historic districts as well as preserve and 

enhance property values, promote economic vitality, and enrich the cultural and social well being 

of the City. 

 

The Manual is not meant to stifle creativity or individuality, but rather encourage recognition, 

enhancement, protection and promotion of the district’s unique architectural character and 

identity. It informs design decisions which promote an environment that is scaled to the 

pedestrian, maintains cohesive neighborhood identity, and respects the unique natural setting of 

Augusta's historic neighborhoods. 

 

The Manual further outlines procedures for making informed, consistent decisions about 

proposed new construction or alteration to buildings and sites in the community through the 

design review process. Building owners and developers must apply for a Historic Preservation 

Certificate from the City of Augusta Department of Development Services before proceeding 

with planned renovation or construction activity. 

 

The Manual is intended to be used as a tool to: 
 

o Accomplish the overall desired effect of an inviting historic district. 

 
o Improve the quality and value of property owners’ buildings. 

 
o Assist property owners in judging the acceptability of any proposed changes to the 

designs of their buildings. 

 
o Assist builders and designers in preserving the unique characteristics of historic district 

buildings. 
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3.0  Guidelines for Residential Historic Districts 

 
3.1 Doors 

 
Doors and door openings are important character-defining features of any property. The size, 

placement, and architectural detailing of a doorway contribute to the pattern and rhythm of a 

building’s façade. The door itself is also important. Is it wood? Paneled? Panes of glass? Single 

or double doors? 

 

Doors are normally subjected to a great deal of weathering, so routine maintenance is essential. 

The main entry is typically a focal point on a façade, and it is where one looks for clues about a 

building’s architectural style. 

 

Typical door characteristics include the following: 

o Paneled wood 

o Paneled wood with fixed panes of glass 

o Single or paired (double) doors 

o Small roof or pediment over the main entry and supported by brackets 

o Decorative door surround (trim) 

o Sidelights 

o Transom 

 
Paneled Door, Sidelights.     Transom and Sidelights.       Paired (Double) Doors.   Roof Supported by Brackets. 

 

 

GUIDELINES: 

 

1. Every reasonable effort should be made to repair the original door and door opening. 

Repairs should be made with as little intervention as possible by patching, piecing-in, 

splicing, consolidating, or otherwise reinforcing the deteriorating material using the same 

material as the existing door.  
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2. Entry pediments should be maintained and preserved. Supporting brackets should not be 

covered with vinyl or aluminum. 

 

3. The door and any other related features should be photographically documented prior to 

any repair or rehabilitation work. 

 

4. If it is necessary to replace any section of a door or a door surround, the replacement 

should be made from the same material as the original and should match the original in 

size, scale, shape, and detail. Any details such as paneling, glass pattern, and door 

surround molding should be duplicated in the replacement.  

 

5. If an existing door or door surround is deteriorated or damaged beyond repair, the new 

door and/or surround should match the original in configuration and material. In the event 

that it is not possible to match the material, a compatible substitute material is acceptable.  

 

6. The design for a new door and/or door surround should be compatible with other doors 

and surrounds on the property and/or with adjacent properties. 

 

7. Original door openings should not be altered to accommodate stock sized doors. 

 

8. If a door has any decorative windows such as sidelights, fanlights or transoms, these 

should be maintained and preserved. 

 

9. Storm doors should be compatible with the existing door in material and color. Storm 

doors should be mounted so that they will not permanently damage the original door 

surround and trim. Storm doors should be designed in such a way that they do not 

completely obscure the historic door.  

 

10. The character of an entrance should not be altered by either the removal or addition of 

historic elements that never existed on the property. 

 

11. Paired or double doors should not be replaced with a single door or vice versa. 

 

12. Exterior lighting fixtures should be mounted in a manner that does not obscure or damage 

the door surround. 
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3.2 Outbuildings: Garage, Carriage House, Storage Shed 

 
Augusta has a wide range of outbuildings, including garages, barns, carriage houses and small 

storage buildings. These outbuildings may be attached to the main house or freestanding. In 

either case, these buildings are often visible from the street and echo the details of the main 

building on the property.  

 

Doors, roof elements, windows, and exterior wall surface are some of the character-defining 

elements on outbuildings. In Augusta, many of the doors are paneled with a single or double row 

of glass panes. In some cases these doors operate by swinging open or sliding on a track.  

Different materials (shingles as opposed to clapboards) and simpler window configurations were 

often used on the side (or less visible) barn elevations.   

 

In some instances, outbuildings in the neighborhood have taken on a new use as living quarters. 

In these cases, the character-defining features should be maintained. Alterations to an 

outbuilding should be reviewed using the same standards one would apply to a primary structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GUIDELINES: 

 

1. Existing outbuildings should be maintained and preserved wherever possible. 

 

2. Every effort should be made to repair the existing outbuilding and any character-defining 

architectural features of the building. Repairs should be made with as little intervention as 

possible by patching, piecing-in, splicing, consolidating or otherwise reinforcing the 

deteriorating material using the same material as the existing structure. 

 

3. The outbuildings and any other related features should be photographically documented 

prior to any repair or rehabilitation work. 

 

4. If it is necessary to replace any element of an outbuilding, the replacement should be 

made from the same material as the original and should match the original in size, scale, 

shape, and detail. In the event that it is not possible to match the material, a compatible 

substitute material is acceptable. 
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5. Double and triple width garage doors should be avoided. New garage doors should utilize 

the existing opening(s) and should not have a smooth surface. 

 

6. Every reasonable effort should be made to maintain how outbuilding doors operate, such 

as hinged, swinging doors or sliding doors. 

 

7. If constructing a new outbuilding, the structure should be compatible with the existing 

primary structure in materials, building and roof form, and detailing. The design for a 

new outbuilding should be compatible with the primary structure, but it should be clear 

that it is not from the same time period as the primary structure. 

 

8. Any new or temporary outbuilding should be located behind the primary structure and 

should be compatible with the location of adjacent outbuildings. 
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3.3 Porches and Entries 

 
Porches often mark the main and/or side entrance to a house and serve as a semi-private 

transition area between the public space (sidewalk/street) and the private space (house). Porches 

are often added to a house to help screen it from the weather and, in some cases, to provide 

additional living space. There is ample opportunity for architectural expression on porches with 

details such as columns, pilasters, decorative brackets, railings, and balustrades.   

 

Porches are found in various locations on buildings, and one building may have several porches. 

The steps and railings leading up to a porch are an equally important character-defining feature. 

A variety of porch configurations can be found in Augusta, including the following: 

o one-story attached entry porch; 

o one-story attached wrap-around porch; 

o one-story attached porch that spans the full width of the front façade; 

o one-story attached side porch; 

o double porch (porches stacked over each other). 

 

The majority of Federal and Greek Revival style houses in Augusta did not originally have entry 

porches; however, porches were often added to these houses. There are many properties with a 

small roof pediment over the main entry, which is supported by decorative brackets. This detail 

was common during the mid-to-late 1800s and is characteristic of the Italianate style. 
         

 
One-story attached porch that spans the full width of the front façade. 
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One-story attached wrap around porch. 

 

 
One-story porch. 

 

 

GUIDELINES: 

 

1. Existing porches and their character-defining elements should be maintained and 

preserved. 

 

2. Every reasonable effort should be made to repair the existing porch and any character-

defining architectural features of the porch (brackets, columns, balustrade or railing, 

flooring, ceiling, roof, and steps). Repairs should be made with as little intervention as 
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possible by patching, piecing-in, splicing, consolidating, or otherwise reinforcing the 

deteriorating material using the same material as the existing porch. 

 

3. The porch and any other related features should be photographically documented prior to 

any repair or rehabilitation work. 

 

4. If it is necessary to replace any element of a porch, the replacement should be made from 

the same material as the existing porch and should match the historic feature in size, 

scale, shape, and detail. In the event that it is not possible to match the material, a 

compatible substitute material is acceptable. 

 

5. Covering porch details with vinyl or aluminum siding should be avoided. 

 

6. Enclosing an existing porch on the primary building façade should be avoided. 

 

7. Historic stone steps should be maintained and preserved. In many instances, resetting 

stone steps and repointing can solve many related problems. 

 

8. Screens may be added to a porch if they can be attached in such a manner that will not 

cause damage to historic fabric and the modification is completely reversible. 

 

9. New porches should be compatible with the overall scale, shape and detail of the 

building, as well as the prevailing streetscape. 

 

10. Ornamentation should not be added to a porch that is not compatible with the stylistic 

period of the house. 

 

11. The addition of decks, glass enclosed rooms, or sun porches where they will be visible 

from the public way should be avoided. 

 

 
Entry with columns and stone steps. 
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3.4 Roofs and Related Elements 

 
A roof is an extremely important character-defining element of a building. There are several 

different aspects of a roof to consider: 

o overall shape of a roof, such as hipped, gambrel and gable;  

o decorative features, including dormers, cupolas and chimneys;  

o roofing material (slate, wood and metal), as well as the material’s size, color, and 

patterning; and 

o the treatment of the roof edge. 

 

 

   

 Gambrel roof (main) with shed roof addition on side.                                 Hipped (pyramid) roof. 

 

 

     
      Gable roof with a full shed roof style dormer.                                       Mansard roof. 
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                     Wall Dormers.    Gable dormers. Standing seam metal roof. 

 

 

 
Cupola on Garage.                                           Tower. 

 

 

Common roof characteristics in Augusta: 

o The predominant roof forms are gable and hipped. A significant number of houses are 

positioned with the gable end facing the street. 

o Shed and flat roofs are common on porches and additions. 

o Metal and asphalt shingles are the predominant roofing materials. 

o Eaves are predominantly simple and unadorned except on Italianate style houses where 

brackets are used along the eaves. 
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GUIDELINES: 

 

1. The shape, pitch, overhang and material of a historic roof should be maintained and 

preserved. 

 

2. Any character defining elements of the roof (cupolas, vents, and dormers, etc.) should be 

maintained and preserved. 

 

3. Every reasonable effort should be made to repair the existing roof.  The materials used to 

repair the roof should match the existing roof in color, material and configuration. If a 

substitute material is necessary, it should match the existing roof material in color and 

configuration. 

 

4. If replacing an entire roof, the replacement material may revert back to an original 

material if historic documentation is available. For example, if removing an asphalt roof 

and early photographs clearly show a metal roof, then it would be acceptable to revert to 

a metal roof. 

 

5. The roof and any other related features should be photographically documented prior to 

any repair or rehabilitation work. 

 

6. If replacing a metal roof, the proportion of the seams and trim should match the original. 

Generally, a commercial-grade architectural metal on a residential structure should be 

avoided where there is no evidence that this type of metal was used originally. 

 

7. When installing replacement gutters, the destruction of historic detail should be avoided. 

 

8. Elements attached to the roof such as antennae, skylights, vents, and decks on front 

elevations or areas that are visible from the public way should be avoided. 
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3.5 Setting and Site 

 
A neighborhood’s character is defined not only by its buildings, but also by the setting where the 

buildings are located. Street width, building setbacks, sidewalks, curbing, street lights, parking, 

fence patterns, granite walls, trees, signs, and open spaces like neighborhood parks and 

cemeteries, define a neighborhood’s setting. The term “streetscape” refers to the area between 

the front of a building and the street. Streetscape elements and their relationship to buildings, as 

well as the relationship of buildings to each other and the street itself, establish an overall pattern 

and rhythm, which help define a community’s character. 

 

 
Water Street. Granite curbing, streetlights, street trees, buildings at edge of sidewalk. 

 

For example, houses in one area may be situated in a regular pattern close to the street with 

narrow front and side yards, whereas in another neighborhood, a mixture of setbacks and yard 

dimensions may result in an irregular pattern. It is important to identify the overall rhythm and 

pattern for each neighborhood so that these existing parameters can be used to evaluate and 

guide future changes. 

 



 

City of Augusta 

Historic Preservation Design Manual  
Adopted: September 19, 2017                                                                                                                                      13 

 
Southern side of Bond Street. Former Edwards Mill Worker Housing. Buildings set close to roadway. 

 

Augusta has a mix of formal (paved sidewalks, granite curbs, streetlights, trees, fences, small 

retaining walls/pillars) and informal (no sidewalks, no curbing) streetscapes. A wide variety of 

sidewalk paving materials are used throughout Augusta, including concrete, asphalt and brick. 

Granite curbing is also found in several areas.  Historic images are an excellent source of 

information for understanding how a neighborhood’s streetscape elements have changed through 

the years.  For most buildings in the city center, photographs from the late 1930s, prior to “urban 

renewal,” can be found at the Kennebec Historical Society (See Appendix IV). There are often 

images prior to this point available.  

 

On a smaller scale, each individual property has its own characteristics, which are also important 

to understand. The relationship between buildings on the site and the amount of open space 

contributes to each property’s character. Is a large portion of the lot covered with a building 

and/or outbuildings, or is the building set far back from the street with a large front yard? Is the 

outbuilding (garage, barn, tool shed) attached to the main house or freestanding? Where is the 

outbuilding in relation to the main house? Directly behind it or next to it? If buildings are 

connected, how are they configured? Do they form an “L” or do they run straight back? 

 

Driveways and their entrances establish a rhythm along the street. Augusta has several properties 

where adjoining lots share a driveway. In many cases, the driveway leads to parking along the 

side of the house or in the rear where there may be a garage or outbuilding. 

 

Wooden front and side yard fences are important character-defining features in several areas of 

the district. Fences or low retaining walls define the semi-public space between the sidewalk and 

the building itself.  Since fences sustain a great deal of weathering, it is unusual when original 

fencing survives. Property owners can look to historic photographs to determine if their property 

had fencing and, if so, the design and scale of the fence. Wood and granite are the most 

prominent fence and wall materials in the district. 
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Wooden fencing along Winthrop Street sidewalk. 

 

The location of parking areas is an important issue, particularly when considering a new use for a 

property. For example, if a house is going to be converted for use as an office, the placement of 

the parking area should be carefully considered to ensure that it does not detract from the 

neighborhood’s character. 

 

Landscape features such as hedges, terraces, and mature trees also contribute to a 

neighborhood’s setting. Trees are important streetscape elements, and they have a dramatic 

impact on the scale and character of a town. 

 

GUIDELINES: 

 

1. The relationship between buildings, the sidewalk, and street should be maintained and 

preserved. 

 

2. New buildings and alterations to existing buildings should be compatible with the setback 

of adjacent properties. If there is variation in the setback within a district, then the 

location of previously existing structures on the site should guide the placement of a new 

building. 

 

3. Street trees should be maintained wherever possible. Review historic photographs to 

determine type and placement of trees. Consult with an arborist to determine appropriate 

tree species.  Plant new trees to complete patterns where trees may have been lost in the 

past. 

 

4. Distinctive landscape features such as terraces, mature trees, and hedges should be 

maintained and preserved. 
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5. Existing driveways should be maintained. New driveways should be avoided as they 

interrupt sidewalks, pedestrian activity and the established rhythm of openings along the 

street edge. 

 

6. Historic sidewalk paving and curbing materials such as granite and brick should be 

maintained, repaired and preserved. 

 

7. If replacement of the paving material is necessary, every reasonable effort should be 

made to use historically appropriate materials or to replace in kind. 

 

8. Materials such as granite, stone and wood have been historically used in the district for 

steps and retaining walls. These materials or similar quality materials should be used if a 

new retaining wall or steps are needed. Artificial materials such as concrete block or 

concrete masonry units, should not be used along primary building facades. 

 

9. Every reasonable effort should be made to preserve and maintain fences and retaining 

walls. It is not appropriate to replace an entire fence or wall when minor repairs and 

limited replacement of deteriorated or missing features is possible. 

 

10. If it is necessary to replace a small section of fence, the replacement section should 

replicate the existing sections in material, height, and detail. 

 

11. If it necessary to replace a large section of fence or an entire fence, the replacement 

should be compatible in material, height, and detail to other historic fences in the district 

and to the materials of the primary structure on the property. 

 

12. Chain link is not an appropriate fencing material for any areas that are visible from a 

public way. 

 

13. Parking areas should be located to the side or rear of the primary building. In no cases 

shall it be located in the front yard. 

 

14. Dumpsters or other large trash receptacles should be located to the side or rear of the 

property and, if necessary, screened using materials that are in keeping with the primary 

structure. 
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3.6 Exterior Cladding and Trim 

 
Exterior cladding (shingles, clapboards, brick, vinyl etc.) is a building’s “skin”, and it works with 

other dominant features, such as windows, doors and porches, to define a building’s character. 

The material’s color, texture, shadow lines, application technique, as well as the molding and 

trim around windows, the treatment of details at the building’s corners and along the roof edge, 

all contribute to a building’s identity and historic integrity. The scale of the building and the 

rhythm of the façade are also greatly affected by the exterior surface treatment. 

 

When a particular material, such as wood clapboards, has been used on the majority of houses in 

a neighborhood, a dominant pattern emerges in the community, which has a collective impact on 

neighborhood character.  It is important to understand what the dominant building materials are 

and how they were applied. 

 

 
Wooden clapboard siding. 

 

Wood clapboards 

 

With abundant timber and saw mills nearby, wood was readily available and the preferred, as 

well as the affordable, building material in Augusta. It was used for almost every construction 

element from framing to interior finishes. Wood clapboards are the predominant exterior 

building material found in the district. 

 

Typically, clapboards align with the top and bottom edge of window and door openings. This 

detail was accomplished during installation by a subtle shifting of the width of the clapboard’s 

exposed area. 
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Wood shingles of various configurations are also used in Augusta, particularly on some of the 

late 19th and early 20th century buildings. A few brick structures also exist in Augusta's historic 

district.  

 

 
Decorative trim around windows, doors, eaves and corners of building. 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR MAINTAINING EXISTING MATERIALS: 

 

Whenever possible, the first and preferred choice is to preserve and maintain the original exterior 

cladding, such as clapboards, shingles, or masonry. 

 

1. Historic exterior wall surface and trim should be maintained and preserved. 

 

2. Every effort should be made to repair the original material and trim.  The repair should be 

made with the same kind of materials that currently or historically exist on the building. 

 

3. The exterior wall surface and any other related features should be photographically 

documented prior to any repair or rehabilitation work. 

 

Substitute Materials 

 

Unless the original material (clapboards, shingles) is in serious disrepair, it should be left intact 

and then overlaid with a substitute material. The preservation of original material underneath the 

substitute cladding allows the alteration to be reversed in the future. If it is necessary to apply an 

exterior cladding that does not match one historically found on your building, the substitute 

material should be carefully considered. 
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First, identify the characteristics of the existing or historically appropriate material. Some 

questions to consider include: 

o Does the material have a vertical or horizontal emphasis?  (Clapboards versus board and 

batten) 

o Are the primary façade (the front of the building) and the sides clad with the same 

material? It is not uncommon to find some buildings that use a higher quality material on 

the front with a simpler material on the sides. 

o Is there a change in material between floors? Some late 19th and early 20th century 

houses use clapboards on the first floor with shingles on the upper floors or vice versa. 

 

Use the identified characteristics to guide the selection and application of a substitute material. 

For instance, if a house has historically been clapboarded, it would not be appropriate to cover 

the building in a material that resembles shingles. Acceptable substitute materials might include 

vinyl or aluminum siding. Asphalt and asbestos shingles are not acceptable substitute siding 

materials. 

 

Aluminum or vinyl siding is a common substitute material because of its low maintenance 

requirements. Aluminum siding became available in the early twentieth century. By the late 

1950s, vinyl siding had become a popular substitute for aluminum. Both materials are still used 

today and have improved dramatically over the years. 

 

Vinyl and aluminum may be acceptable substitute materials for two primary reasons: 1) Both 

materials evoke the horizontal emphasis of wood clapboards, which is the dominant building 

material in Augusta; and 2) both materials can be installed over the original cladding, which 

allows for the future possibility of removal or reversal of the substitute 

material installation. 

 

While the application of vinyl or aluminum siding over clapboards may not cause moisture 

problems, it does conceal any building problems that may exist or emerge. It is also important to 

recognize that vinyl or aluminum siding itself is not a weather barrier. The plane (building 

surface) behind the vinyl siding acts as the barrier. Therefore, it is important to ensure that the 

existing building is in good repair prior to covering with a substitute material, or current repair 

issues could develop into serious building problems. The installation of an alternate material is 

not an appropriate substitute for regular maintenance and/or necessary building repairs. 

 

When a substitute material is applied over existing shingles or clapboards, the relationship 

between the decorative features (example: window trim) and the wall is altered. This relational 

change diminishes the prominence of the decorative elements, such as corner pilasters, and 

undermines the property’s integrity. While this relational change is not ideal, it is preferable to 

losing all the character-defining details and original siding.  

 

See Preservation Brief #8 in Appendix III. 
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBSTITUTE SIDING: 

(Vinyl, Aluminum, Cementitious Board) 

 

1. Character-defining historic features such as eave brackets, cornice and cornice detailing 

(fascia, soffit), corner pilasters, and windows and doors must never be removed or 

obscured by a substitute siding. 

 

2. Original siding and/or shingles in good repair should be maintained and preserved. 

 

3. Substitute siding should duplicate the exposed area, or height, as well as the length of the 

original wood clapboard. 

 

4. Vinyl with embossed wood graining, intended to simulate wood, is not an acceptable 

option, as the exaggerated wood grain is typically not found on wood siding. 

 

5. The visibility of vinyl panel overlaps should be minimized by avoiding stair-step 

installation patterns and by facing the overlaps away from the most prominent or visible 

viewpoint. 

 

6. The use of J-channel should be minimized around window and door openings. The J-

channel color must match the siding color. 

 

7. The coursing of the vinyl should align with the top of the window and door trim. If 

necessary, favor aligning the coursing with the tops of windows. 

 

8. Original or historic siding material should not be removed prior to the installation of a 

substitute material, because the removal of original material is not a reversible alteration. 

 

9. Substitute materials should not be attached over exterior brick or stone. 
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3.7 Additions 

 
Buildings and neighborhoods are not static – they evolve and change over time. Numerous 

buildings in Augusta have sustained additions and alterations over the years. These changes 

contribute to the building’s history and sometimes take on their own architectural, historical and 

social significance. For instance, a Greek Revival style house that was constructed in the 1840s 

may have been “updated” in the 1870s with Italianate brackets and window hoods. These 

changes, although not “original” to the house, have taken on their own architectural significance 

and should be preserved. 

 

Additions to a private residence or commercial building can have a dramatic impact on the 

historic character and integrity of that particular building, as well as the surrounding structures. It 

is important to be able to differentiate between the historic building and the new addition; 

otherwise a false sense of history is created. 

 

Before designing an addition, it is important to understand the character-defining features of the 

historic building (roof forms, types of windows, doors, materials, decorative details, etc.). 

Examine the relationship between solids (walls) and voids (window and door openings). Are 

windows more dominant than the wall space, or is the amount of wall space equal to the window 

area? When examining where to place an addition, consider the relationship between the historic 

building and the sidewalk, street and neighboring properties. How do outbuildings relate to the 

main structure? Answers to these types of questions will provide you with information that can 

serve as the “building vocabulary” for the addition. 

 

 
Building additions with different materials. 
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GUIDELINES: 

 

1. The relationship between the existing building and its site, as well as surrounding 

buildings, should be used as a guide for the form and placement of the addition.  

 

2. Every reasonable effort should be made to locate the addition on a side that is least 

visible from the public street or sidewalk, such as a side or rear elevation. If the addition 

is a porch, please see the Porches section of the Manual for additional information. 

 

3. A new addition should be compatible with the size, scale and proportion of the original 

building. In other words, the overall bulk (number of stories and building footprint) of the 

addition should not overpower the original building. 

 

4. Although the addition should not exactly duplicate the design of the original structure, the 

addition should be compatible with the style and materials used on the historic building, 

but it should be clear what is historic and what is new. 

 

5. The window and door openings in the original building should serve as a guide for the 

placement and proportion of these elements in the addition. 

 

6. A new addition should not radically change, damage or destroy character-defining 

features of the historic building. 

 

7. Roof top additions should be set back from the wall plane and should be minimally 

visible from the street. 

 

 

 
Kennebec Historical Society. Additions on rear of building. 
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3.8 Windows 

 
Windows are an important character-defining feature of a building. The size, style, placement 

and architectural detailing of and around windows all affect a building’s character. Windows, 

like doors, are typically subjected to weathering and require regular maintenance. Windows are 

comprised of many parts such as frames, sash, muntins, sills, heads, moldings and shutters. 

 

The first step in any window repair project is to conduct a survey of the existing windows. 

Systematically look at each window and determine the condition of each part. Things to look for 

include: 

 

o Peeling paint 

o Rotten wood 

o Broken glass 

o Glazing (putty) intact 

o Broken and/or missing hardware 

o Deteriorated and/or missing molding 

o Smoothness of window operation 

 

Survey results may indicate that the windows are in better condition than initially thought and 

may require only minor repairs and painting as opposed to wholesale replacement. For example, 

the operation of a window may dramatically improve by simply replacing the worn sash rope 

with new rope. Unless a house was severely neglected it would be unusual to find that all of the 

windows are beyond repair. Sometimes the windows on one side have suffered more than others. 

Attic windows sometimes hold clues about a property’s historic window design, as these 

windows are often not renovated. Understanding the condition of all the windows, and using a 

comprehensive approach to window repair will allow one to price out different repair options and 

find the best long-term solution. 

 

 

Value of Original Materials 

 

Older wood windows are often a better grade material and construction than what is available 

economically today. Mid 19th century or early 20
th

 century windows have survived over 100 

years, a life expectancy that cannot be matched with modern windows. With proper maintenance 

and repair, older wood windows may last another 100 years. In addition, the mechanisms and 

hardware in older windows are often mechanically simpler and repairable, as opposed to the type 

of balances in new windows. 

 

 

Repair and Rehabilitation 

 

The standard argument for replacement windows is that “the old windows are drafty,” yet the 

heat loss attributed to old windows occurs more often through parts that have loosened over time 

rather than through the glass itself. Windows are typically responsible for only 15 to 35 percent 

of a building’s total heat loss in winter. 
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Generally, windows can be restored to good working condition and improved energy efficiency 

by making the following repairs: 

 

o Replace and/or install weather-stripping. 

 

o Replace deteriorated glazing compound or putty that seals the joint between the glass and 

the muntin. 

 

o Apply caulking (sealant) to fill cracks around exterior window opening and the casing, 

head and sill. 

 

Another possible solution for addressing heat loss is the use of storm windows. Storm windows 

may be used on the exterior or the interior of a property. Although exterior storms may 

compromise the visual appearance of a building’s exterior, storm windows are a suitable option 

because they are not permanent and may be removed without permanently altering the historic 

building. 

 

Newer versions of storm windows are available in anodized aluminum colors and in a narrower 

profile (as opposed to the old triple track storms). Storm windows can also be painted the same 

color as the sash to minimize their visual impact on historic features. 

 

 
        Replacement windows matching opening.           Replacement windows not matching openings. 
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Window Replacement 

 

One rule of thumb for evaluating window conditions is that when a window sash has more than 

two broken parts, such as a broken tongue and groove corner joint and broken muntins, it is time 

to consider replacement. Otherwise, any good woodworker can repair a sash with minor breaks. 

Old counterbalanced sash are very simple in their design. Window sash are made to be taken 

apart for repair, as well as to glide easily when maintained. 

 

In most cases when a window is in poor condition, only the sash needs replacement and the 

frames, sills and trim can be simply repaired using common methods. Sash replacement is often 

the most cost-effective solution compared to complete window replacement and is recommended 

because it can be accomplished without adversely changing the building’s appearance. The 

original exterior trim or surround (often a character-defining feature), original sightlines, and 

original building material can all be maintained. 

 

For replacement windows, the first and best option to maintain historic character is to look for a 

replacement in kind – a window that matches the size, material, muntin configuration, and detail 

of the existing window. One option is to look to local salvage yards for old sash that match the 

existing windows. These often will have the old wavy glass, known as cylinder glass, and will 

most closely replicate the original window sash in detail and species. They can be rehabilitated to 

make a fine replacement window. Depending on the age of the window, more likely than not the 

New England sash would have been made out of eastern white pine. These windows have milled 

joinery and are made of solid stock, a far superior product and technique than commonly 

available today in even the best commercial wood windows. 

 

                   

                  Six-over-six windows.             Sidelights and transowm window at main entrydoor. 

 

The other option is to work with a millwork shop to create a new in-kind wood window sash. If it 

is necessary to replace multiple windows, the set-up cost for the muntin and sash profile knives 

(cutters) is offset when buying larger quantities. You can also explore options of double glazing 

each pane. Some glass manufacturers make restoration glass, which is similar to the cylinder 
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glass. In a few cases, contractors and local glass companies will go so far as to stockpile old sash 

in order to salvage the old glass for reuse. This could be reused in other old sash or in new sash if 

the choice is made to stay with single glazing. 

 

In some cases, commercial window manufacturers are able to take almost any of their standard 

products and customize them as replacement sash. They can route a pocket in the sash edge for 

the counterbalance sash line to fit. In some cases a double-insulated sash from one of these 

manufacturers can be installed in the original opening. This is ideal in that it doesn’t require a 

carpenter to tear out the frame or do any special refurbishing of the frame (short of attaching new 

sash line to old counterbalances and then to the new sash). A successful replacement sash should 

not reduce or expand the original opening size. Complete replacement might be either an entire 

new window unit (frames, sash and trim), or a new window unit (frames and sash but no trim) set 

within the existing frames and trim (known as “frame-in-frame”). 

 

The predominant window form in Augusta is wood, double-hung with multi-lights in both sash. 

The term six-over-six or two-over-two is used in reference to double-hung sash to describe the 

number of panes of glass in each sash. Decorative windows like three-part windows and 

fanlights are also common. 

 

 
First two floors have two-over-two windows. Decorative window in the center.  

Sidelights on either side of the entry door. Half-circle window on garage. 
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GUIDELINES: 

 

1. Every reasonable effort should be made to maintain and preserve a property’s historic 

windows. 

 

2. Every reasonable effort shall be made to repair the existing windows. Repairs should be 

made with as little change as possible by patching, piecing-in, splicing, consolidating or 

otherwise reinforcing the deteriorating material using the same material as the existing 

window. 

 

3. If it is necessary to replace any section of a window, the replacement should be made 

from the same material as the original and should match the original in size, scale, shape, 

and detail. Any details, such as glazing pattern, and window surround molding should be 

duplicated in the replacement. 

 

4. As a last resort, alternate materials, such as aluminum or vinyl clad wood windows, or 

vinyl windows may be acceptable for replacement sash (not frame in frame), as long as 

they match the historic window configuration. Removal of original windows and sash is 

not reversible. 

 

5. Original window openings should not be altered to accommodate stock sizes. Snap-in 

muntins should not be used as a substitute for true or simulated divided light windows. 

 

6. Existing windows should not be blocked-in. 

 

7. Storm windows should be attached so that existing windows and frames are not damaged. 

If possible, exterior storms should be painted to match the color of the existing windows. 

Interior storms are another option. 

8. Original shutters should be repaired and maintained. 

 

9. If it is necessary to replace any section of a shutter, the replacement should be made from 

the same material as the original and should match the original in size, scale, shape and 

detail. 

 

10. Shutters should not be introduced where there is no evidence that they ever existed. 
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4.0 Guidelines for Commercial Historic Districts 

 
4.1 Storefronts 

 
All commercial architectural styles break down into the same basic components: the bulkhead or 

kickplate area, display windows and entrance (sometimes includes transoms), the storefront 

cornice, upper façade, and decorative cornice. Proper design must address all of these 

components in planning for a successful renovation or rehabilitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.1 Kickplate or Bulkhead 

 

The original kickplate material should be retained, maintained or uncovered. It usually consisted 

of wood panels, marble or tile. 

 

4.1.2 Transom Windows 

 

Transom windows (see diagram above) were smaller windows above the display windows that 

functioned as early energy savers, allowing daylight to enter deep into the interior space. 

Transom windows should be preserved and restored whenever possible. 
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4.2 Windows and Doorways 

 
o The size, spacing and shape of window openings should be similar among neighboring 

buildings. See Form, Proportion, Rhythm and Setback section below. 

 

o The ideal storefront configuration should include storefront display window areas at 

ground level with an entryway recessed from the sidewalk. The recessed entrance not 

only provides shelter and additional display space, but also emphasizes the entrance. 

 

o The display window should rest on some form of a bulkhead. 

 

o The ground level display windows should be 75-80% of the front of the first floor’s face. 

 

o Upper story windows should be of the double-hung variety. 

 

o Entryway doors should incorporate glass. 

 

o Windows and doors should be recessed into walls and not flush mounted. 

 

o Windows should always be replaced in accordance with the original size, shape and 

design. 

 

See Preservation Brief # 9 in Appendix III. 
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4.3 Rear Entrances and Views 

 
The rear entrances of buildings are often times as important as the front entrances. Many 

buildings in downtown Augusta are accessed from the rear. 

 

o The rear façade should be clean and well maintained and present a welcoming 

appearance. 

 

o Rear entrances should be designed and maintained with the same sensitivity as front 

entrances. 

 

o A small sign, display window and planter boxes can significantly improve the appearance 

of rear entrances. 

 

 
Right side of image is Commercial Street, rear of Water Street buildings. WB Mason has doorway awning. 
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4.4 Roof Forms 

 
Unlike residential buildings, the roof styles along downtown Augusta are for the most part flat, 

(MAJOR exception to this is 295 Water Street and the Key Bank building) hidden by extensions 

of the front wall. If the extension is low it is called a “parapet” or if it is high above the roof 

plane it is known as a false front. The tops of these walls were often decorated with cornices or 

decorative details. It is recommended to avoid sloped or residential-type roofs. Bring back the 

front wall hiding the roof plane and use decorative details that are sensitive to the historic 

architecture of the building. 

 

See Preservation Brief # 4 in Appendix III. 

 
   Flat roofs. Laverdiere building has parapet.                                     Key Bank Building.  
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4.5 Form, Proportion, Rhythm and Setback 

 
Form, proportion, rhythm, and setback refer to the way that a group of buildings look together.  

It is important to provide continuity in order to set the tone for the entire streetscape. The City of 

Augusta encourages you to develop compatibility with your neighbors to highlight the historic 

architecture and without sacrificing the uniqueness of Augusta’s downtown. 

 

 
Major and minor horizontal and vertical rhythms. 

 

4.5.1 Basic Guidelines 

 

 New and rehabilitation construction projects should conform to the existing buildings and 

structures. 

 Consider the proportions, width, height, setbacks of adjoining and surrounding buildings and 

structures. 

 Maintain the alignment of facades along the sidewalk, as well as the rhythm of windows and 

storefronts. 

 

See Preservation Brief # 38, 42 in Appendix III. 

 

 
Appropriate alignment of facades along the sidewalk 
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4.5.2 Proportion of Openings 

 

The figure below demonstrates a series of buildings in which the spacing, size and shape of the 

windows, both upper and street level openings, are similar from building to building. This 

rhythm should be observed and maintained among neighboring buildings. 

 

 

 
 

As you can also see from the figure above, storefronts usually have greater openings for 

pedestrians to have a better view of the merchandise. Maintain this proportion and spacing of 

openings.  

 

See Preservation Brief #11 in Appendix III. 

 

 
Window rhythm. 
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4.5.3 Horizontal Rhythms 

 

A band division can be seen between the storefront and upper facades of the buildings. This may 

be the awnings, or alignment of windows and widow sills. Maintain a clear visual division 

between the street level and upper floors. The City of Augusta encourages the use of awnings to 

create a shared streetscape versus a broken affect. See the Awnings section below. 

 

Also note the horizontal sign band that occurs above the storefronts. The City of Augusta 

strongly encourages business and property owners to respect this horizontal rhythm and locate 

signage within this band whenever possible. This issue is further discussed in the Building 

Accents: Signs section of this document. 

 

See Preservation Briefs # 25, 44, 47, 16, 13, 9, 21 in Appendix III 

 

 
Awnings and detailing between first and second floors separates storefront from residential use above. 



 

City of Augusta 

Historic Preservation Design Manual  
Adopted: September 19, 2017                                                                                                                                      34 

5.0 Materials & Color 

 
Property and business owners undertaking new construction and rehabilitation projects in the 

downtown area should give consideration to the types of materials that would have been used in 

the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. The following lists offer suggested uses of materials for specific 

purposes. 

 

5.1 Desirable Materials 

 

o Fieldstone or Random Rubble Foundations Appearance Above Grade 

o Brick Masonry (red face) Exterior Walls 

o Cast, Molded or Formed Metal Hardware for Doors and Sign Brackets 

o Weather Resistant Woods for Bulkheads and Framing 

o Fiberglass Replications (Cornices and Lattice Work) 

o Detailed Replications (Bulkheads/kickplates) 

o Structural Glass (for Display Window Rehabilitation) 

o Windows and doorways should be encased with trim, and the use of decorative trim is 

preferred.  

 

5.2 Undesirable Materials 

 

o Vinyl or Aluminum Siding   

o Asphalt, Wood or Fiberglass Bundled Shingles 

o Structural Metal Panels 

o Corrugated Metal Panels 

o Plywood or Plastic Sheathing 

o Reflective or Tinted Glass 

o Detailed Finish Exterior Insulation 

Systems such as Brick-like Dryvit 

o Vinyl Windows 

o Glass block, heavily tinted or 

mirrored glass, and manufactured 

sheathing. 

 

5.3 Color Palettes 

 

The colors that you select, whether for 

walls, trim, signs or awnings, should not 

clash with neighboring buildings.  Many 

of our local hardware stores carry samples 

of historic colors.    

 

 

 

 

See references to Historic Color Palettes from Historic New England in Appendix III. 
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6.0 Building Accents: Signs and Awnings 

 

6.1 Signs         
 

Signs can go a long way toward enhancing the attractiveness of downtown. The most common 

types of signs found on downtown establishments are flush mounted, hanging, and window signs. 

 

Types of Signs 

 

o Flush mounted signs are signboards or individual die-cut letters placed on the face of the 

building. Many downtown buildings have a recess or horizontal molded band designed to 

accommodate the sign. Business and property owners are strongly encouraged to take 

advantage of these existing sign bands when mounting new signs. 

 

o Hanging signs are hung from sidewalk coverings or mounted perpendicular to the 

sidewalk. These signs are the most visible to both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

 

o Window signs are also pedestrian oriented. They are commonly designed so that the 

majority of a display area is open for pedestrian window-shopping. 

 

o Icon or graphic signs are the oldest type of commercial sign. They are a type of sign that 

illustrate by their shape the nature of the business within. They are the easiest signs to 

read and are well suited for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

 

 
Freestanding signage mirrors building design. 
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6.1.1 General Sign Guidelines 

 

o All signs must comply with the City of Augusta Sign Ordinance. Sign Permits can be 

obtained from the City of Augusta Department of Development Services. 

 

o Each sign (including the mounting framework) should complement the building on which 

it is placed in style, color, and material. Buildings with a recognizable style, such as 

Greek Revival, Victorian, Art-deco, et al., should use signage of the same style. This can 

be done through the use of similar decorative features such as columns or brackets. 

 

o The size of the sign and its letters should be in proportion to the building and the 

neighboring structures and signs. 

 

o Signs should set the tone for what the consumer may expect inside and add to the 

community image as a whole. 

 

o Signs should provide information simply and legibly, and should be limited to advertising 

the name of a business and its main goods and services.  
 

  

6.1.2 Sign Materials 

 

o All signs should be made from durable materials. 

 

o Downtown businesses and property owners are encouraged to use sandblasted, carved, or 

painted signs of traditional materials, such as wood, metal, stone, or brick. The use of 

resin or composite materials that give the appearance of traditional materials may also be 

used as appropriate. 

 

o Plastic, vinyl, digital or electronic, and commercially supplied internally lit signs are 

generally discouraged. 

 

o Signs may be lighted with overhead lights with simple metal spun lampshades in colors 

and materials that complement the building. 
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6.1.3 Sign Mounting and Placement 

 

o Perpendicular signage as it is more likely to catch the attention of both pedestrian and 

vehicular traffic. 

 

o Signs should be mounted or erected so they do not obscure the architectural features or 

openings of a building. 

 

o Property/business owners are encouraged to take advantage of pre- existing sign bands. 

 

o Signs may not be located in the right-of-way, except for sandwich board signs. 

 

o No sign or portion of a sign shall extend above the cornice line at the top of the building 

face. Roof top. 

 

 
Building mounted signage flush with façade in pre-existing sign band. 
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6.2 Awnings 

 
Provided that they are selected with care, awnings can create an inviting pedestrian feel to the 

downtown area. Awnings may be retractable or of fixed design, complimenting the features of 

the building. Internally illuminated fluorescent awnings should be avoided because they are not 

of the time period of the downtown. 

 

General Awning Guidelines 

 

o The color of the awning should compliment both your own and neighboring buildings 

and signs in terms of both style and color. 

 

o Awning shapes should relate to the shape of the façade’s architectural elements. The use 

of traditionally shaped awnings is encouraged when appropriate. 

 

o Canvas and fire-resistant acrylic are preferred awning materials. Use of metal, plastic, or 

fiberglass awnings or awnings with “stock” national trademarks is discouraged. 

 

o The impact of the shaded area on window displays may require interior lighting to be 

adjusted. 

 

 
Three styles of awnings on Water Street.  
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Appendix I: Glossary of Terms 

 
Adaptive Re-use – Improvements made to a building that render the structure suitable for a 

purpose of which it was not originally intended. For example, an old school building redesigned 

and used for senior housing, or an old mill renovated as a conference center and hotel facility. 

 

Architectural Integrity – Refers to staying true to the original style in which the building was 

designed. Additions should be complimentary to the architectural style of the original building, 

but be readily apparent to public view. 

  

Awning – A cloth, plastic, or other nonstructural covering that either is permanently attached to 

a building or can be raised or retracted to a position agains the building when not in use.  

(§300-516.C, Street graphics; signs – Definitions) 

 

Balustrade – A rail and the row of posts that support it, as in along the edge of a staircase. (The 

American Heritage Dictionary) 

 

Bulkhead – The wood or metal panel located beneath the display window in a typical storefront. 

 

Canopy – See Awning. 

 

Clapboard – A long, narrow board with one edge thicker than the other, overlapped to cover the 

outer walls of frame houses. (The American Heritage Dictionary) 

 

Clerestory – A band of windows located at the top of a storefront that allows natural light to 

enter the store. 

 

Cornice – A horizontal molded projection that crowns or completes a building or wall. (The 

American Heritage Dictionary)  

 

Double Hung Windows – A window with two sashes that slide up and down. 

 

Façade – The face of a building, especially the principal face. (The American Heritage 

Dictionary) The front face of a building. 

 

Fascia – A flat horizontal band or member between moldings, especially in a classical 

entablature. (The American Heritage Dictionary)  

 

Fanlight – A half-circle window, often with sash bars arranged like the ribs of a fan. (The 

American Heritage Dictionary) 

 

Kickplate – See Bulkhead. 

 

Lintel – The horizontal beam that forms the upper member of a window or door frame and 

supports part of the structure above it. (The American Heritage Dictionary)  
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Muntin – A bar or rigid supporting strip between adjacent panes of glass. 

 

Parapet – A low, protective wall or railing along the edge of a roof, balcony, or similar 

structure. (The American Heritage Dictionary)   

 

Pediment – A wide, low-pitched gable surmounting the façade of a building in the Grecian style. 

(The American Heritage Dictionary)  

 

Pilaster – A pillar or column with a capital and base, set into a wall as an ornamental motif. (The 

American Heritage Dictionary)  

 

Sash – A frame in which the panes of a window or door are set. (The American Heritage 

Dictionary)  

 

Sign Board – A horizontal panel either or wood or an inset in a brick wall located 

immediately below the cornice. It is usually an ideal location to place a sign. 

 

Soffit – The underside of a structural component, such as a beam arch, staircase or cornice. (The 

American Heritage Dictionary)  

 

Storefront – The side of a store facing a street. A room or suite of rooms in a store building at 

street level. (The American Heritage Dictionary)  

 

Transom Window – A small horizontal window located above a door or another window.. 

 

Window Hood – An exterior projecting molding on the top of a window, located in the upper 

façade. 
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Appendix II: The U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 

The Secretary of the Interior has adopted Standards for Rehabilitation (“Standards”) contained in 

a larger work entitled The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties .  

 

While the Standards only apply to buildings listed or eligible for listing on the National Register 

of Historic Places, they serve as excellent guidelines for rehabilitation of any historic buildings.  

As the Secretary of the Interior notes, the Standards “are only regulatory for projects receiving 

federal grant-in-aid funds; otherwise the Standards and Guidelines are intended only as general 

guidance for work on any historic building.” 

 

 

The Ten Standards For Rehabilitation   
 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires 

minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and 

environment. 

 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 

historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 

avoided. 

 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes 

that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 

architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance 

in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

 

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 

that characterize a historic property shall be preserved. 

 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 

deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the 

old in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. 

Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or 

pictorial evidence. 

 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 

materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 

undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

 

8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 

preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 
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9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the 

old and shall be congruous with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to 

protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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Appendix III: Historic Preservation Resources 
 

Preservation Briefs, Published by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington D.C.     

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm 

 
Preservation Briefs provide guidance on preserving, rehabilitating, and restoring historic buildings. 

These NPS Publications help historic building owners recognize and resolve common problems prior 

to work. The briefs are especially useful to Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program applicants 

because they recommend methods and approaches for rehabilitating historic buildings that are 

consistent with their historic character. 

 

1. Assessing Cleaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings 

2. Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings 

3. Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings 

4. Roofing for Historic Buildings 

5. The Preservation of Historic Adobe Buildings 

6. The Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings 

7. The Preservation of Historic Glazed Architectural Terra Cotta 

8. Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on Historic Buildings: The Appropriateness of Substitute 

Materials for Resurfacng Historic Wood Frame Buildings 

9. The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows 

10. Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork 

11. Rehabilitating Historic Storefronts 

12. The Preservation of Historic Pigmented Structural Glass (Vitroline and Carrara Glass) 

13. The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel Windows 

14. New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns 

15. Preservation of Historic Concrete: Problems and General Approaches 

16. The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors 

17. Architectural Character – Identifying the Visual Aspects of Histoir Buildings as an Aid to 

Preserving their Character 

18. Rehabilitating Interiors in Historic Buildings – Identifying Character-Defining Elements 

19. The Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs 

20. The Preservation of Historic Barns 

21. Repairing Historic Flat Plaster – Walls and Ceilings 

22. The Preservaton and Repair of Historic Stucco 

23. Preserving Historic Ornamental Plaster 

24. Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings: Problems and Recommended 

Approaches 

25. The Preservation of Historic Signs 

26. The Preservaton and Repair of Historic Log Buildings 

27. The Maintenance and Repair of Architectural Cast Iron 

28. Painting Historic Interiors 

29. The Repair, Replacement, and Maintenance of Historic Slate Roofs 

30. The Preservation and Repair of Historic Clay Tile Roofs 

31. Mothballing Historic Buildings 

32. Making Historic Properties Accessible 

33. The Preservaton and Repair of Historic Stained and Leaded Glass 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm
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34. Applied Decoration for Historic Interiors: Preserving Composition Ornament 

35. Undertsanding Old Buildings: The Process of Architectural Investigation 

36. Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of Historic 

Landscapes 

37. Appropriate Methods for Reducing Lead-Paint Hazards in Historic Housing 

38. Removing Graffiti from Historic Masonry 

39. Holding the Line: Controlling Unwanted Moisture in Historic Buildings 

40. Preserving Historic Ceramic Tile Floors 

41. The Seismic Retrofit of Historic Buildings 

42. The Maintenance, Repair and Replacement of Historic Cast Stone 

43. The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports 

44. The Use of Awnings on Historic Buildings: Repair, Replacement & New Design 

45. Preserving Historic Wooden Porches 

46. The Preservation and Reuse of Historic Gas Stations 

47. Maintaining the Exterior of Small and Medium Size Historic Buildings  

48. Preserving Grave Markers in Historic Cemeteries 

 

 

 

Preservation Tech Notes, published by U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington D.C. 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/tech-notes.htm 

(Selected List) 

Preservation Tech Notes provide practical information on traditional practices and 

innovative techniques for successfully maintaining and preserving cultural resources. 

 

o EXTERIOR WOODWORK  

1. Proper Painting and Surface Preparation 

2. Paint Removal from Wood Siding 

 

o METALS 

1. Conserving Outdoor Bronze Sculpture 

 

o WINDOWS  

1. Planning Approaches to Window Preservaton 

4.   Replacing Wooden Frames and Sash 

5.   Interior Metal Storm Windows 

6.   Replacement Wooden Sash and Frames With Insulating Glass and Integral Muntins 

7.   Window Awnings 

9.   Interior Storm Windows: Magnetic Seal 

21.  Replacement Wood Sash Utilizing Tree Divided Lights and and Interior Piggyback 

Enery Panel 

22.  Maintenance and Repair of Historic Aluminum Windows. 

 

 

 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/tech-notes.htm
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Historic Color Palettes from Historic New England:  

https://www.historicnewengland.org/ 

 

Historic Colors of America Chart:   

http://historic.getservd.net/historic.htm 

 

Historic Colors of America Chart – At California Paints: 

http://www.californiapaints.com/find-color/color-collections/historical-colors-of-america.aspx 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.historicnewengland.org/
http://historic.getservd.net/historic.htm
http://www.californiapaints.com/find-color/color-collections/historical-colors-of-america.aspx
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Appendix IV: Conservation, Preservation, Education and Advocacy 

 
City of Augusta:  

Augusta Historic Preservation Commission 

http://www.augustamaine.gov/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={A4832954-AA54-4DFD-

8B64-990AF8A84BF6} 

 

Augusta Downtown Alliance 

http://www.augustadowntownalliance.org/ 

 

Kennebec Historical Society 

http://www.kennebechistorical.org/ 

 

 

 

State:  

Maine Historic Preservation Commission (SHPO) 

http://www.maine.gov/mhpc/ 

 

Maine Preservation 

http://mainepreservation.org/ 

 

Maine Development Foundation / Maine Downtown Center 

http://www.mdf.org/mdc_overview.php 

 

 

 

National: 

National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior: Technical Preservation Services 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/index.htm 

 

National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior: Federal Tax Incentives 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm 

 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

https://savingplaces.org/ 

 

Whole Building Design Guide: Sustainable Historic Preservation 

http://www.wbdg.org/resources/sustainable_hp.php 

 

http://www.augustamaine.gov/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bA4832954-AA54-4DFD-8B64-990AF8A84BF6%7d
http://www.augustamaine.gov/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bA4832954-AA54-4DFD-8B64-990AF8A84BF6%7d
http://www.augustadowntownalliance.org/
http://www.kennebechistorical.org/
http://www.maine.gov/mhpc/
http://mainepreservation.org/
http://www.mdf.org/mdc_overview.php
https://www.nps.gov/tps/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm
https://savingplaces.org/
http://www.wbdg.org/resources/sustainable_hp.php

